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The Vanguard, the student-run newspaper of the 

University of South Alabama, serves its readership by 
reporting the news involving the campus community and 
surrounding areas. The Vanguard strives to be impartial 
in its reporting and believes firmly in its First Amendment 
rights.  

Send letters and guest columns to:  
    The Vanguard 

University of  South Alabama 
P.O. Drawer U-1057 
Mobile, Ala., 36688. 

Or
thevanguardeditor@gmail.com

Letters and guest columns must be received 
by 7 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to the Monday 
publication.  Submissions should be typed and must 
include the writer’s name, year, school and telephone 
number.  All submissions become the property of  
The Vanguard.  The Vanguard reserves the right to 
edit letters and guest columns for length and clarity. 
Letters will be limited to 300 words. Letters and 
guest columns are the opinion of  the writer.  The 
Staff  Editorial represents the consensus opinion of  
the Editorial Board. All members of  the Editorial 
Board have the same weight. The Vanguard has a 
commitment to accuracy and clarity and will print 
any corrections or clarifications.  To report a mistake, 
e-mail thevanguardeditor@gmail.com. The Vanguard 
is published Mondays during the academic year, except 
for exam periods and vacations, and is published twice 
each summer. The Vanguard is supported in part by 
an allocation from student activity fees and operates 
in the Student Media Department of  the Division of  
Student Affairs.  Issues are available at most University 
buildings and select off-campus locations.  The first 
copy is free. Additional copies are $1 each. Freelance 
writers will receive payment at the discretion of  the 
section editor and will be notified.

To request additional issues at a stand 
near you, email:

vanguarddistribution@gmail.com

PATrIck BIgBIE | STAFF METEOrOLOgIST

USAPD crime blotter
02/08/2015

19:35
The Grove 

Harassment/ Unlawful imprison-
ment in Second Degree

At 1900 hours the crime of  assault 
took place at the Grove apartments

02/10/15
15:16

Possession of  a controlled 
substance

Stokes Hall
The listed offenders were arrested 
and transported to Mobile county 

Metro Jail

02/13/15
11:16

Sigma Chi fraternity house 
Criminal mischief  third degree

Unknown person, with the intent to 
damage victim’s property, shattered 
victim’s vehicle window while same 
was parked in the Sigma Chi parking 
lot; damage does not exceed $500.00

02/13/15
14:44

Westhaven Dr. East 
Possession of  a controlled sub-

stance 
Offender was arrested and trans-

ported to Mobile county Metro Jail

If you SEE something
SAY something!

FEB. 23 2015

By ALYSSA NEWTON 
Editor-In-Chief

02/14/15
9:01

Visual Arts 
Failure to appear

Suspect was arrested for two out-
standing felony warrants related to 

suspicious person call in Visual Arts 
parking lot 

02/15/15
8:51

Stokes Hall
Possession of  a forged instru-

ment third degree
A non-student male was arrested at 
Stokes Hall for Criminal possession 
of  a forged instrument, a fake Mis-

sissippi license 

Phi Kappa Sigma shaves ‘skulls’ for cancer 

Nine members of  Phi 
kappa Sigma surren-

dered their hair Thursday, Feb. 
19 to raise money and awareness 
for the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society.

The members stood outside 
of  the student center and for a 
small donation to their philan-
thropy students were allowed to 
wield an electric razor and shave 
the head of  any member.

“We had a of  people come by 
and shave the guys’ heads and just 
as many come by just to donate,” 
said junior information systems 
major Tre Mccarden.

Mccarden also said a special 
guest came by the fraternity’s 
fundraiser.

“One of  our brothers, kenny 
Ngo, had one of  his best friends 
come. Jessica Weller, who is a 
cancer survivor, came and shaved 
his head.” Mccarden said. 

Freshman mechanical engi-
neering student Brent carr said 
that shaving heads was not only 
a way to make some money for 

HELP 
WANTED

Advertise
with us 

usavanguard@gmail.com 
251-460-6898 

ΦΚΣ member Logan Andrews 
volunteers his head for the Shave a 
Skull fundraiser to raise money for  the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

their charity but a way to make a 
statement.

“Many small events you raise 
your money and move on,” carr 
said.  “With this one, we live with 
what we did for a while. It’s go-
ing to take a while for our hair 
to grow back, but everywhere we 
go we are representing what we 
did.”

The Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society is the world’s largest vol-
untary health organization dedi-
cated to funding blood cancer 
research, education and services. 
The society’s mission is to cure 
leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s 
disease and myeloma, and im-
prove the quality of  life of  pa-
tients and their families.

“Shaving our heads is nothing 
compared to what they go 
through,” carr said. “It shows we 
are no better than those who are 
going through cancer. I’ve had 
a bunch of  people ask me why 
I shaved my head, so in a way it 
brings awareness because I can 
talk about it and share our cause.”

Phi kappa Sigma consists of  
just over 30 members. The South 
Alabama chapter is not even a 

World Wrap
Birdman or (The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance) 

wins Academy Award for Best Picture

Joey Logano wins 57th Daytona 500

At least 23 are killed from winter weather

Mayweather, Pacquiao set to fight May 2

The story of protagonist Riggan Thomson, a faded Hollywood actor famous 
for his role as superhero Birdman, wins highest 2015 Oscar award.

Lagano became the second-youngest driver to ever win the Daytona 
500 at 24-years-old holding off Kevin Harvick and Dale Earnheart Jr.

Last week due to the winter weather in the US, at least 23 people have 
died, according to CNN. Eighteen of these deaths occured in Tennessee 
from hypothermia, car accidents and other weather-related causes.

A much-wanted match between boxers Floyd Mayweather and Manny 
Pacquiao has been set for May 2 at Las Vegas’s MGM Grand Garden Arena. 

News at a glance

year old. The chapter colonized 
two years ago before being char-
tered in April 2014. 

This year was the first the 
members have allowed students 
to donate and take electric razors 
to their heads to raise money.

The “Shave a Skull” idea came 
from other chapters of  Phi kap-
pa Sigma all over the country, ac-
cording to carr.

“It’s been successful through-
out other chapters throughout 
the country,” said carr. “We de-
cided to try it out here. It’s the 
first event that we have had this 
spring. We hope to make it an an-
nual event.”

The fraternity raised over 
$2,000 dollars last semester for 
the Leukemia Lymphoma Soci-
ety through events such as Miss 

USA.
The members shaved heads 

and took donations for three 
hours outside the Student center 
and raised $450 dollars. 

“It was way more than I 
thought we would get in so little 
time,” said carr. 

Phi kappa Sigma will host an-
other event called “Kick Out 
cancer” later this semester. 

251-460-6312

AlySSA nEWTon
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Students speak up 
on free speech

Eighteen young women ages 15-18 
were recognized for their accomplish-

ments and aspirations to venture into the field 
of  computing at the USA School of  comput-
ing in Shelby Hall. 

The awards were given on behalf  of  the 
National Center for Women & Information 
Technology (NCWIT) and Alabama Affiliate 
Aspirations in computing (AIc). Both which 
are designed to encourage more young wom-
en to choose careers in information technolo-
gy, a field that less than 40 percent are women.

Patty Lynn, the AIc coordinator for the 
Alabama region and an administrative assis-
tant for the school of  computing, touched on 
why the program is so important.

“Women are so outnumbered by men in 
this field,” said Lynn. “This gives them an op-
portunity to shine. It encourages girls that if  
computing is their passion, this supports that.”

Thirty-five girls were chosen out of  over 
2,500 applicants. These young women applied 
by sharing their accomplishments and their 
hopes to enter the computing field. Out of  
the winners for Alabama, one, Sarah Darrow 
from Huntsville, Ala., was named a national 
winner.   

USA School of Computing 
hosts NCWit awards 

Almost a year ago, a student group filed a 
federal suit against the University of  South 

Alabama on the grounds that the University had de-
nied the group an expression of  their religious free-
dom and infringed their freedom of  speech. 

In the last two weeks, The Vanguard talked to 50 
students around campus and asked their opinion 
on whether or not the University should have a free 
speech zone. 

For USA the “free speech zone” is located in 
front of  the student center. Here student organiza-
tions and outside parties can hold events to reach out 
to the student population. 

Many universities across the US created free 
speech zones in the 1960s and 1970s when on-cam-
pus protests were common, especially those against 
war. These zones require groups to notify the school 
and the zone is placed as to not disrupt classes.

Thirty-six out of  50 interviewed students be-
lieved that the zone for these demonstrations and 
events is better than the entire campus allowing free 
speech expressions.

“I think the rule should remain implemented,” 
Sunny Phangnivong, a sophomore majoring in ad-
vertising, said. “I think that students opposed to this 
rule should read and comprehend the student code 
of  conduct prior to applying to our university. The 
rule is simply putting limitations on our first amend-
ment rights to provide other students the right to 
an education without disturbances. It’s just like how 
most establishments have rules for what activities 
can be performed on their property.”

While Phangnivong’s view aligned with a major-
ity of  the students interviewed, some students be-
lieve that the zone impedes on their rights as Ameri-

Mobile’s chocolate lovers gather for a good cause 
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23

24 AASA Talent Show
7:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom
$2 for AASA Members
$3 for Non-Members

25

26

“Selma” Film Screening 
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom
Free

27

Stand-Up Open Mic
9 p.m. - 11 p.m.
The Blind Mule
Free

Archduke Trio with guest 
violist Rudolf Haken and 
violinist Gosia Leska
7:30- p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Laidlaw Performing 
Arts Center 
$5 for USA Faculty and 
Staff

By Jenna Munday
Staff  Reporter

jEnnA mUnDAy 

miTCHEll KAHAllEy

“The Shape of Things to 
Come”
7:30 p.m. 
Laidlaw Performing 
Arts Center
$10 for Students
$12 for Faculty and Staff

“The Shape of Things to 
Come”
7:30 p.m. 
Laidlaw Performing 
Arts Center
$10 for Students
$12 for Faculty and Staff

chocolate lover’s sweet tooth’s were put 
to good use on Saturday, Feb. 20 when 

they helped support Penelope House through 
the 7th Annual Mobile chocolate Festival.

The Mobile chocolate Festival featured lo-
cal vendors, games, competitions and of  
course, chocolate. But most importantly, all 
proceeds from the event benefited Penelope 
House.

According to their website, Penelope 
House exists to “help victims of  intimate 
partner violence gain social and economic 
independence through shelter, counseling, ad-
vocacy, and referral to community resources 
and agencies.”

Penelope House offers refuge for domes-
tic violence victims and their children. It is 
available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year and 
they offer “Shelter services including food, 
clothing, case management, advocate services, 
vocational counseling, child care and support 
group.”

The Mobile chocolate Festival has been 
one of  Penelope House’s main fundraisers for 
the past seven years and the festival has only 
continued to grow.

“Last year, we had over 5,000 people come 
to the Mobile chocolate Festival,” said Tonie 
Ann Torrans, Executive Director of  Penelope 
House. “We hope to build and improve the 
festival each time and this year we had over 
45 vendors, which is the most vendor booths 
that we’ve ever had.”

These vendor booths made up what the 
Mobile chocolate Festival called “chocolate 
Bliss Lane.” People were able to walk along 
chocolate Bliss Lane and try free samples 
from each vendor. While all of  the booths 
featured a chocolate theme, not all vendors 
were chocolatiers. 

“One vendor was a State Farm life insur-
ance agent,” said Torrans. “The theme of  her 
booth was about the health benefits of  dark 
chocolate and she gave out free samples, but 
if  you were interested in learning more about 
a policy, she handed out more information.”

“The vendors are all very creative,” contin-
ued Torrans. “The only thing we tell our ven-
dors is that we don’t want someone to walk 
by and ask ‘Why are you here at the Chocolate 
Festival?’ If  a vendor can be creative and tie 
chocolate into whatever business they’re in, 
then they’re welcome.”

Along with various vendor booths, the 
Mobile chocolate Festival featured a children’s 
area with inflatable jumps, arts and crafts, face 
painting and a clown named Bubbles. There 

was also a “Magic Memories” photo booth 
that offered chocolate-themed props. 

“Another fun thing that we did for the kids 
was give them chocolate mustaches,” said 
Torrans. “We would dip a Q-tip into Her-
shey’s chocolate and draw a mustache on the 
kids, but we found that the adults enjoyed it 
too!” 

The festival also included competitions 
like the “Chocolate Challenge,” where con-
testants could be judged on their signature 
concoctions, all with a main ingredient of  
chocolate, of  course. 

Another competition was “Project Yum 
Way,” where designers of  all ages could cre-
ate fashion items out of  candy products and 
wrappers.

After a day (and stomach) full of  choco-
late, those visiting the Mobile chocolate Fes-
tival were still reminded of  the real reason 
why the festival exists. 

“Since it’s a fundraiser for Penelope, I 
hope that people visited the information 
booths and learned that we provide emergen-
cy shelter and services to victims of  domes-
tic violence and their children,” said Torrans. 
“So, if  they happen to know anyone who may 
have a problem in a relationship, then they 
now have a resource to give someone if  they 
need help.”

“While we have fun doing all of  this with 
chocolate, I hope people took away the 
awareness of  what Penelope House is and 
know that they’d be able to reach us if  they 
need us.” 

For more information about Penelope 
House please visit penelopehouse.org. To 
learn more about the Mobile chocolate Festi-
val and how to get involved for next year, visit 
mobilechocolatefestival.com. 

miTCHEll KAHAllEy

miTCHEll KAHAllEy

Designers of  all ages were asked to 
create fashion items out of  candy 
wrappers for the “Project Yum Way” 
competition. 

One vendor at the Mobile Chocolate 
Festival offered chocolate martini’s.

can citizens. 
“This is America, we should be able to say what 

we want where we want to,” senior casey Dyess said. 
Others added that unrestricted freedom of  

speech is not only a right of  students, but that the 
school should support student free speech. 

“America is intertwined with a Bible Belt, so 
there are restrictions when it comes to freedom of  
speech,” elementary education major Lindsey Nithel 
said. “But at the same time, the university should side 
with their students and allow them to express how 
they feel on any subject.”

The free speech zone was questioned after a stu-
dent group was denied permission to hold a display 
outside of  the designated area. 

The lawsuit filed last April was put into motion 
by the USA Students for Life group in conjunction 
with the Alliance Defending Freedom, an alliance-
building legal ministry that advocates for the right of  
people to freely live out their faith. 

The group filed the suit against President Dr. 
Tony Waldrop, Vice President for Student Affairs, 
Dr. John Smith, Dean of  Students Dr. Mike Mitch-
ell,  Dr. John Steadman the dean of  the college of  
engineering.

katherine Sweet, founder of  Students for Life, 
voiced her opinion in a letter submitted to AL.com.

“As a student at University of  South Alabama, I 
have found this experience both eye-opening and 
greatly disappointing.,” Sweet said. “I went to South 
thinking it would be a place where I could debate 
freely with other students, engage in discourse, and 
ultimately learn from not only our professors, but 
each other. Aren’t universities supposed to be atmo-
spheres that promote just that?”

Legal proceedings are still in motion for the law-
suit against the University. 

By ALYSSA NEWTON
Editor-In-Chief

Contributions: torie bembry, Jason ruffin

By ALYSSA NEWTON
Editor-In-Chief

“It feels great to be recognized,” said 
18-year-old Darrow. “I think I have enough 
experience and have learned enough already 
to where I can measure up with the guys.”

The Huntsville HS senior has focused in 
robotics since seventh grade and is now on a 
team to build a paraplegic man in her area a 
robotic arm and has began robotics clubs for 
middle schoolers during the summer in her 
hometown.

keynote speaker Rosalind McCullough, a 
graduate student in the school of  computing  
encouraged the girls to “find their niche” and 
“make a difference.”

This was South Alabama’s third year hold-
ing the event as the only Alabama affiliate of  
NcWIT’s Aspirations in computing program.

AlySSA nEWTon

Winners who attended the 
NCWIT award presentations.
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vertising, said. “I think that students opposed to this 
rule should read and comprehend the student code 
of  conduct prior to applying to our university. The 
rule is simply putting limitations on our first amend-
ment rights to provide other students the right to 
an education without disturbances. It’s just like how 
most establishments have rules for what activities 
can be performed on their property.”

While Phangnivong’s view aligned with a major-
ity of  the students interviewed, some students be-
lieve that the zone impedes on their rights as Ameri-

Mobile’s chocolate lovers gather for a good cause 
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23

24 AASA Talent Show
7:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom
$2 for AASA Members
$3 for Non-Members

25

26

“Selma” Film Screening 
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom
Free

27

Stand-Up Open Mic
9 p.m. - 11 p.m.
The Blind Mule
Free

Archduke Trio with guest 
violist Rudolf Haken and 
violinist Gosia Leska
7:30- p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Laidlaw Performing 
Arts Center 
$5 for USA Faculty and 
Staff

By Jenna Munday
Staff  Reporter
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“The Shape of Things to 
Come”
7:30 p.m. 
Laidlaw Performing 
Arts Center
$10 for Students
$12 for Faculty and Staff

“The Shape of Things to 
Come”
7:30 p.m. 
Laidlaw Performing 
Arts Center
$10 for Students
$12 for Faculty and Staff

chocolate lover’s sweet tooth’s were put 
to good use on Saturday, Feb. 20 when 

they helped support Penelope House through 
the 7th Annual Mobile chocolate Festival.

The Mobile chocolate Festival featured lo-
cal vendors, games, competitions and of  
course, chocolate. But most importantly, all 
proceeds from the event benefited Penelope 
House.

According to their website, Penelope 
House exists to “help victims of  intimate 
partner violence gain social and economic 
independence through shelter, counseling, ad-
vocacy, and referral to community resources 
and agencies.”

Penelope House offers refuge for domes-
tic violence victims and their children. It is 
available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year and 
they offer “Shelter services including food, 
clothing, case management, advocate services, 
vocational counseling, child care and support 
group.”

The Mobile chocolate Festival has been 
one of  Penelope House’s main fundraisers for 
the past seven years and the festival has only 
continued to grow.

“Last year, we had over 5,000 people come 
to the Mobile chocolate Festival,” said Tonie 
Ann Torrans, Executive Director of  Penelope 
House. “We hope to build and improve the 
festival each time and this year we had over 
45 vendors, which is the most vendor booths 
that we’ve ever had.”

These vendor booths made up what the 
Mobile chocolate Festival called “chocolate 
Bliss Lane.” People were able to walk along 
chocolate Bliss Lane and try free samples 
from each vendor. While all of  the booths 
featured a chocolate theme, not all vendors 
were chocolatiers. 

“One vendor was a State Farm life insur-
ance agent,” said Torrans. “The theme of  her 
booth was about the health benefits of  dark 
chocolate and she gave out free samples, but 
if  you were interested in learning more about 
a policy, she handed out more information.”

“The vendors are all very creative,” contin-
ued Torrans. “The only thing we tell our ven-
dors is that we don’t want someone to walk 
by and ask ‘Why are you here at the Chocolate 
Festival?’ If  a vendor can be creative and tie 
chocolate into whatever business they’re in, 
then they’re welcome.”

Along with various vendor booths, the 
Mobile chocolate Festival featured a children’s 
area with inflatable jumps, arts and crafts, face 
painting and a clown named Bubbles. There 

was also a “Magic Memories” photo booth 
that offered chocolate-themed props. 

“Another fun thing that we did for the kids 
was give them chocolate mustaches,” said 
Torrans. “We would dip a Q-tip into Her-
shey’s chocolate and draw a mustache on the 
kids, but we found that the adults enjoyed it 
too!” 

The festival also included competitions 
like the “Chocolate Challenge,” where con-
testants could be judged on their signature 
concoctions, all with a main ingredient of  
chocolate, of  course. 

Another competition was “Project Yum 
Way,” where designers of  all ages could cre-
ate fashion items out of  candy products and 
wrappers.

After a day (and stomach) full of  choco-
late, those visiting the Mobile chocolate Fes-
tival were still reminded of  the real reason 
why the festival exists. 

“Since it’s a fundraiser for Penelope, I 
hope that people visited the information 
booths and learned that we provide emergen-
cy shelter and services to victims of  domes-
tic violence and their children,” said Torrans. 
“So, if  they happen to know anyone who may 
have a problem in a relationship, then they 
now have a resource to give someone if  they 
need help.”

“While we have fun doing all of  this with 
chocolate, I hope people took away the 
awareness of  what Penelope House is and 
know that they’d be able to reach us if  they 
need us.” 

For more information about Penelope 
House please visit penelopehouse.org. To 
learn more about the Mobile chocolate Festi-
val and how to get involved for next year, visit 
mobilechocolatefestival.com. 

miTCHEll KAHAllEy

miTCHEll KAHAllEy

Designers of  all ages were asked to 
create fashion items out of  candy 
wrappers for the “Project Yum Way” 
competition. 

One vendor at the Mobile Chocolate 
Festival offered chocolate martini’s.

can citizens. 
“This is America, we should be able to say what 

we want where we want to,” senior casey Dyess said. 
Others added that unrestricted freedom of  

speech is not only a right of  students, but that the 
school should support student free speech. 

“America is intertwined with a Bible Belt, so 
there are restrictions when it comes to freedom of  
speech,” elementary education major Lindsey Nithel 
said. “But at the same time, the university should side 
with their students and allow them to express how 
they feel on any subject.”

The free speech zone was questioned after a stu-
dent group was denied permission to hold a display 
outside of  the designated area. 

The lawsuit filed last April was put into motion 
by the USA Students for Life group in conjunction 
with the Alliance Defending Freedom, an alliance-
building legal ministry that advocates for the right of  
people to freely live out their faith. 

The group filed the suit against President Dr. 
Tony Waldrop, Vice President for Student Affairs, 
Dr. John Smith, Dean of  Students Dr. Mike Mitch-
ell,  Dr. John Steadman the dean of  the college of  
engineering.

katherine Sweet, founder of  Students for Life, 
voiced her opinion in a letter submitted to AL.com.

“As a student at University of  South Alabama, I 
have found this experience both eye-opening and 
greatly disappointing.,” Sweet said. “I went to South 
thinking it would be a place where I could debate 
freely with other students, engage in discourse, and 
ultimately learn from not only our professors, but 
each other. Aren’t universities supposed to be atmo-
spheres that promote just that?”

Legal proceedings are still in motion for the law-
suit against the University. 

By ALYSSA NEWTON
Editor-In-Chief

Contributions: torie bembry, Jason ruffin

By ALYSSA NEWTON
Editor-In-Chief

“It feels great to be recognized,” said 
18-year-old Darrow. “I think I have enough 
experience and have learned enough already 
to where I can measure up with the guys.”

The Huntsville HS senior has focused in 
robotics since seventh grade and is now on a 
team to build a paraplegic man in her area a 
robotic arm and has began robotics clubs for 
middle schoolers during the summer in her 
hometown.

keynote speaker Rosalind McCullough, a 
graduate student in the school of  computing  
encouraged the girls to “find their niche” and 
“make a difference.”

This was South Alabama’s third year hold-
ing the event as the only Alabama affiliate of  
NcWIT’s Aspirations in computing program.

AlySSA nEWTon

Winners who attended the 
NCWIT award presentations.
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Theatre USA explores love in “The Shape of Things”
By Jenna Munday
Staff  Reporter

The USA Department of  Theatre 
is proving that it won’t shy away 

from edginess by performing “The 
Shape of  Things,” a production that has 
been labeled as a “dark, romantic com-
edy for a modern age.”

“The Shape of  Things” is a contem-
porary play published by Neil LaBute in 
2001. It was adapted into a film in 2003 
that featured funny-man Paul rudd as 
Adam and rachel Weisz as Evelyn. 

The South Alabama Department of  
Theatre website gives a brief  plot de-
scription of  the production, stating that 
“Sexy Evelyn and shy Adam seem an 
unlikely couple when they first meet at 

a museum, but their relationship soon 
turns manipulative, leading to a shock-
ing revelation.” 

Fulton Burns, the Director of  Acting 
and Performance at USA, is directing 
the South Alabama adaptation of  “The 
Shape of  Things.” He has also directed 

other USA productions like “Anything 
Goes,” “Twelfth Night,” “I Hate Ham-
let” and “The Three Musketeers,” to 
name a few.

Surprisingly, Adam, Evelyn and the 
“unlikely couple” of  Phillip and Jenny 
are the only four characters in “The 
Shape of  Things.” The USA cast fea-
tures gabrielle Brou as Evelyn, Bran-

don Mallette as Adam, Tahj Vaughans as 
Phillip and Victoria Blackmon as Jenny.

“I want these actors to bring their 
own perspectives to the production,” 
said director Fulton Burns. “It is impor-
tant that a director incorporate the ar-
tistic ideas of  everyone involved in the 
show and this production most certainly 
echoes that idea.  I love what these four 

actors have brought and continue to 
bring to the stage.”

Burns said that the production is 
straight forward and set in contempo-
rary times, like the playwright originally 
envisioned. LeBute also envisioned for 
this production to be performed with-
out an intermission, so adjust your bath-
room breaks accordingly. 

 “The Shape of  Things” has an inter-
esting, and shocking storyline that is 
sure to leave you laughing. Burns urges 
people to view the production, even 
though it’s easier to make other arrange-
ments. 

“Staying at home and watching shows 
and movies on our laptops or TVs are 
the easiest choices for us to make,” said 
Burns. “However, nothing moves me 
like theatre. The purity of  theatre and 
experiencing that once in a lifetime event 
will never exist with film or television.”

“If  you see a play a second or third 
time, then it will always change the at-
mosphere,” continues Burns. “The audi-
ences will be different, the vibe in the 
room will be altered for various reasons, 
and those in attendance determine how 
people react on a particular night.”

The production debuted on Friday, 
Feb. 20 and continued to play at the Laid-
law Performing Arts center throughout 
the weekend. This week, “The Shape of  
Things” will be running from Feb. 26-
28. curtain call is at 7:30 p.m. 

The South Alabama Department of  
Theatre website explains that because 
the production contains adult themes 
and languages, it is not recommended 
for audiences under the age of  16.

For more information about this pro-
duction or about ticket sales, please visit 
the USA Department of  Theatre web-
site or visit the box office that is located 
in the Laidlaw Performing Arts center.

“Staying at home and watching 
shows and movies on our laptops 
or TVs are the easiest choices for 
us to make,” said Burns. “Howev-
er, nothing moves me like theatre.

“
”

Brandon Mallette and Gabrielle Brou 
play Adam and Evelyn in Theatre 
USA’s production of  “The Shape of  
Things.”
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softball dominates usa invitational
Lady Jags fall to Chattanooga, bounce back to win three straight

AlySSA nEWTon

The No. 22 South Alabama 
softball team improved to 

11-3 last week, defeating Nicholls 
State and winning three of  four 
games in the South Alabama Invita-
tional over the weekend.

no. 22 USA 7, nicholls St. 2
The Jaguars defeated the Nicholls 

State colonels 7-2 on Wednesday in 
Thibodaux, Louisiana. USA out-
hit the Nicholls State 5-3 and took 
advantage of  two colonel errors to 
secure the victory, which was its sev-
enth in a row.

"I thought this was a great win," 
said South Alabama head coach 
Becky Clark. "[Nicholls State] is 
a great team, and they compete. I 
thought it was a well-played game, 
and I didn't think there was a point 
in the game that we started to press."

Emily Messer had one run, one 
hit and two RBI, and Kaitlyn Griffith 

By DREW SCELSI
Sports Editor

had one run, one hit and one rBI 
for the Jaguars.

Devin Brown pitched for 5 in-
nings for USA, before being re-
placed by kalen Mcgill, who earned 
the victory.

Chattanooga 3, USA 1
The Jags had their seven-game 

win streak snapped by Chattanooga 
on Friday, behind a strong perfor-
mance by Mocs’ pitcher cori Jen-
nings. 

The Jaguars fell to chattanooga 
3-1, and had not lost since falling to 
Eastern Kentucky 1-0 at the Sand 
Dollar classic on Feb. 7. 

Jennings (2-1) held South Ala-
bama to one run on just seven hits, 
while striking out five batters. 

"[Jennings] had a legitimate off-
speed pitch, and we had a hard time 
adjusting to it," USA head coach 
Becky Clark said.

South Alabama went up 1-0 in 
the first on an RBI single by sopho-
more catcher chloe rathburn, but 

that would be the only time the Jag-
uars could score. 

Devin Brown (4-2) allowed just 
three hits and struck out nine batters, 
but gave up three runs and a season-
high five walks in 5 1/3 innings.

USA 14, Ball State 6
Two home-runs by kaitlyn 

Griffith allowed the South Alabama 
softball team to beat the Ball State 
Cardinals on Saturday. Griffith’s two 
homers and six rBI tied two game 
records during the 14-6 win.

“Last night we came out and lost 
to UTc, and it was a great game 
but they were the better team,” said 
Griffith. “Today we said we would 
come out and play our game and 
that’s what we did.”

Blair Johnson had three runs and 
one rBI, and Amanda Herron fin-
ished with two hits and four rBI.

"The sign of  a good team is one 
that responds after things don't go 
the way you want the day before, 
and our kids came out today and had 

strong bats," said South Alabama 
head coach Becky Clark. 

USA 8, Sam Houston St. 0
On Saturday, South Alabama 

beat Sam Houston State via the mer-
cy rule, shutting out the Bearkats 8-0 
in five innings. 

Freshman Devin Brown (5-2) 
struck out 15 of  the 20 batters she 
faced and allowed just two hits over 
five innings. 

Stephanie Pilkington kicked off  
the scoring frenzy for South Ala-
bama in the first on a two-RBI dou-
ble to right center field. Blair John-
son also doubled to score Pilkington. 
In the second, Amanda Minahan 
knocked Kristian Foster on a single 
to left field and Emily Messer scored 
on Pilkington’s second hit of  the day. 
Minahan would later score on a sac-
rifice fly by Chloe Rathburn. 

The Jaguars finished off  the scor-
ing in the fourth on an rBI ground-
out by Taylor Bahos and a sacrifice 
fly by Kaitlyn Griffith.

Pilkington finished the day 2-for-
2 with three rBI and two runs 
scored. Minahan also went 2-for-2 
at the dish with two runs scored and 
an rBI. 

USA 5, jacksonville 4
Freshman Haleigh Lowe con-

nected on a walk-off  single in extra 
innings Sunday to power the South 
Alabama Jaguars softball team to a 
5-4 victory over Jacksonville Univer-
sity.

The Dolphins (7-9) tied the game 
in the top of  the seventh inning on 
a two-out rBI double by kristen 
Griffith, and two innings later, Lowe 
would deliver her late-game heroics.

South Alabama (11-3) bounced 
back from Friday’s loss to Chat-
tanooga by winning three straight 
games in the South Alabama Invita-
tional.

Stephanie Pilkington was 2-for-3 
for the Jaguars with an rBI and two 
runs scored.

Contribution by aaron poiroux

USA’s softball team meets at the pitcher’s mound 
during its 5-4 win over Jacksonville State Sunday.
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Theatre USA explores love in “The Shape of Things”
By Jenna Munday
Staff  Reporter

The USA Department of  Theatre 
is proving that it won’t shy away 

from edginess by performing “The 
Shape of  Things,” a production that has 
been labeled as a “dark, romantic com-
edy for a modern age.”

“The Shape of  Things” is a contem-
porary play published by Neil LaBute in 
2001. It was adapted into a film in 2003 
that featured funny-man Paul rudd as 
Adam and rachel Weisz as Evelyn. 

The South Alabama Department of  
Theatre website gives a brief  plot de-
scription of  the production, stating that 
“Sexy Evelyn and shy Adam seem an 
unlikely couple when they first meet at 

a museum, but their relationship soon 
turns manipulative, leading to a shock-
ing revelation.” 

Fulton Burns, the Director of  Acting 
and Performance at USA, is directing 
the South Alabama adaptation of  “The 
Shape of  Things.” He has also directed 

other USA productions like “Anything 
Goes,” “Twelfth Night,” “I Hate Ham-
let” and “The Three Musketeers,” to 
name a few.

Surprisingly, Adam, Evelyn and the 
“unlikely couple” of  Phillip and Jenny 
are the only four characters in “The 
Shape of  Things.” The USA cast fea-
tures gabrielle Brou as Evelyn, Bran-

don Mallette as Adam, Tahj Vaughans as 
Phillip and Victoria Blackmon as Jenny.

“I want these actors to bring their 
own perspectives to the production,” 
said director Fulton Burns. “It is impor-
tant that a director incorporate the ar-
tistic ideas of  everyone involved in the 
show and this production most certainly 
echoes that idea.  I love what these four 

actors have brought and continue to 
bring to the stage.”

Burns said that the production is 
straight forward and set in contempo-
rary times, like the playwright originally 
envisioned. LeBute also envisioned for 
this production to be performed with-
out an intermission, so adjust your bath-
room breaks accordingly. 

 “The Shape of  Things” has an inter-
esting, and shocking storyline that is 
sure to leave you laughing. Burns urges 
people to view the production, even 
though it’s easier to make other arrange-
ments. 

“Staying at home and watching shows 
and movies on our laptops or TVs are 
the easiest choices for us to make,” said 
Burns. “However, nothing moves me 
like theatre. The purity of  theatre and 
experiencing that once in a lifetime event 
will never exist with film or television.”

“If  you see a play a second or third 
time, then it will always change the at-
mosphere,” continues Burns. “The audi-
ences will be different, the vibe in the 
room will be altered for various reasons, 
and those in attendance determine how 
people react on a particular night.”

The production debuted on Friday, 
Feb. 20 and continued to play at the Laid-
law Performing Arts center throughout 
the weekend. This week, “The Shape of  
Things” will be running from Feb. 26-
28. curtain call is at 7:30 p.m. 

The South Alabama Department of  
Theatre website explains that because 
the production contains adult themes 
and languages, it is not recommended 
for audiences under the age of  16.

For more information about this pro-
duction or about ticket sales, please visit 
the USA Department of  Theatre web-
site or visit the box office that is located 
in the Laidlaw Performing Arts center.

“Staying at home and watching 
shows and movies on our laptops 
or TVs are the easiest choices for 
us to make,” said Burns. “Howev-
er, nothing moves me like theatre.

“
”

Brandon Mallette and Gabrielle Brou 
play Adam and Evelyn in Theatre 
USA’s production of  “The Shape of  
Things.”
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Lady Jags fall to Chattanooga, bounce back to win three straight
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The No. 22 South Alabama 
softball team improved to 

11-3 last week, defeating Nicholls 
State and winning three of  four 
games in the South Alabama Invita-
tional over the weekend.

no. 22 USA 7, nicholls St. 2
The Jaguars defeated the Nicholls 

State colonels 7-2 on Wednesday in 
Thibodaux, Louisiana. USA out-
hit the Nicholls State 5-3 and took 
advantage of  two colonel errors to 
secure the victory, which was its sev-
enth in a row.

"I thought this was a great win," 
said South Alabama head coach 
Becky Clark. "[Nicholls State] is 
a great team, and they compete. I 
thought it was a well-played game, 
and I didn't think there was a point 
in the game that we started to press."

Emily Messer had one run, one 
hit and two RBI, and Kaitlyn Griffith 

By DREW SCELSI
Sports Editor

had one run, one hit and one rBI 
for the Jaguars.

Devin Brown pitched for 5 in-
nings for USA, before being re-
placed by kalen Mcgill, who earned 
the victory.

Chattanooga 3, USA 1
The Jags had their seven-game 

win streak snapped by Chattanooga 
on Friday, behind a strong perfor-
mance by Mocs’ pitcher cori Jen-
nings. 

The Jaguars fell to chattanooga 
3-1, and had not lost since falling to 
Eastern Kentucky 1-0 at the Sand 
Dollar classic on Feb. 7. 

Jennings (2-1) held South Ala-
bama to one run on just seven hits, 
while striking out five batters. 

"[Jennings] had a legitimate off-
speed pitch, and we had a hard time 
adjusting to it," USA head coach 
Becky Clark said.

South Alabama went up 1-0 in 
the first on an RBI single by sopho-
more catcher chloe rathburn, but 

that would be the only time the Jag-
uars could score. 

Devin Brown (4-2) allowed just 
three hits and struck out nine batters, 
but gave up three runs and a season-
high five walks in 5 1/3 innings.

USA 14, Ball State 6
Two home-runs by kaitlyn 

Griffith allowed the South Alabama 
softball team to beat the Ball State 
Cardinals on Saturday. Griffith’s two 
homers and six rBI tied two game 
records during the 14-6 win.

“Last night we came out and lost 
to UTc, and it was a great game 
but they were the better team,” said 
Griffith. “Today we said we would 
come out and play our game and 
that’s what we did.”

Blair Johnson had three runs and 
one rBI, and Amanda Herron fin-
ished with two hits and four rBI.

"The sign of  a good team is one 
that responds after things don't go 
the way you want the day before, 
and our kids came out today and had 

strong bats," said South Alabama 
head coach Becky Clark. 

USA 8, Sam Houston St. 0
On Saturday, South Alabama 

beat Sam Houston State via the mer-
cy rule, shutting out the Bearkats 8-0 
in five innings. 

Freshman Devin Brown (5-2) 
struck out 15 of  the 20 batters she 
faced and allowed just two hits over 
five innings. 

Stephanie Pilkington kicked off  
the scoring frenzy for South Ala-
bama in the first on a two-RBI dou-
ble to right center field. Blair John-
son also doubled to score Pilkington. 
In the second, Amanda Minahan 
knocked Kristian Foster on a single 
to left field and Emily Messer scored 
on Pilkington’s second hit of  the day. 
Minahan would later score on a sac-
rifice fly by Chloe Rathburn. 

The Jaguars finished off  the scor-
ing in the fourth on an rBI ground-
out by Taylor Bahos and a sacrifice 
fly by Kaitlyn Griffith.

Pilkington finished the day 2-for-
2 with three rBI and two runs 
scored. Minahan also went 2-for-2 
at the dish with two runs scored and 
an rBI. 

USA 5, jacksonville 4
Freshman Haleigh Lowe con-

nected on a walk-off  single in extra 
innings Sunday to power the South 
Alabama Jaguars softball team to a 
5-4 victory over Jacksonville Univer-
sity.

The Dolphins (7-9) tied the game 
in the top of  the seventh inning on 
a two-out rBI double by kristen 
Griffith, and two innings later, Lowe 
would deliver her late-game heroics.

South Alabama (11-3) bounced 
back from Friday’s loss to Chat-
tanooga by winning three straight 
games in the South Alabama Invita-
tional.

Stephanie Pilkington was 2-for-3 
for the Jaguars with an rBI and two 
runs scored.

Contribution by aaron poiroux

USA’s softball team meets at the pitcher’s mound 
during its 5-4 win over Jacksonville State Sunday.
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The South Alabama women’s basketball 
team split its games last week, falling to 

Georgia State on Thursday, but battling back 
to take down Georgia Southern on Saturday.

The Jaguars lost their sixth straight game to 
georgia State 69-54 on Thursday. The Jags had 
cut the lead to just six points with three min-
utes remaining, before a 9-0 run by the Eagles 
sealed the game.

"We just didn't take advantage of  our op-
portunities tonight," said South Alabama head 
coach Terry Fowler.  "I thought early in the 
game that we were getting good looks.  They 
just weren't falling for us.  We finally got some 
to start falling in the second half  and had 
a breakaway layup to cut it to four, but we 
weren't able to convert that opportunity."

Breanna Hall led all scorers with 26 points 
on 9-of-13 shooting. chyna Ellis scored 15 
points and pulled down 8 rebounds. Marquita 
Daniels scored 4 points and grabbed 3 re-
bounds, while Taylor Jenkins finished with 2 
points and 5 rebounds.

"We've failed all year long to get that third 
scorer and we really needed that tonight," 
Fowler said.  "georgia State made a conscious 
effort to not let Marquita Daniels have anoth-
er good night after she scored 37 in the first 

meeting at our place."
On Saturday, the Jaguars defeated the 

georgia Southern Eagles 80-63. Marquita 
Daniels recorded 33 points, leading all scorers.

Daniels, in addition to her 33 points, 
snagged 4 rebounds and dished out 4 assists. 
She shot 68.4% from the field and 50% from 
three point territory.  In the second half, Dan-
iels shot a remarkable 73.1%.

“Marquita just put us on her back,” said 
South Alabama head coach Terry Fowler. She 
made some big plays with her and-one and 
then her three-point shooting.  She was just 
amazing tonight.  It was a great team effort 
tonight as well, especially at the defensive end 
of  the floor.  We really sank down and guard-
ed well and for the most part controlled the 
boards until late in the game, but by then, we 
had the game pretty much in hand.  

"Marquita was able to get us some easy 
transition baskets in the second half  and 
[Georgia Southern] had a tough time handling 
the pick-and-roll with both Marquita and Bre-
anna Hall.  Colby Davis also had a game for us 
tonight like we know she's capable of  having.  
It was really good to see us play the way we did 
tonight, especially in the second half."

Breanna Hall scored 20 points, grabbed 4 
rebounds and handed out a pair of  assists.  
Chyna Ellis recorded her fifth double-double 
of  the season, with 10 points and 12 rebounds. 
Colby Davis finished with 9 points, 3 rebounds 

and 4 assists.
"Tonight was the first time that we're really 

put it all together out on the court," Fowler 
said.  "We shot 80 percent from the foul line, 
played pretty good defense and didn't turn the 
basketball over."

Lady Jags fall to Georgia St., top Georgia Southern
By AARON POIROUX
Sports Reporter

After the win, the Jags’ record improved to 
5-21 overall and 2-15 in Sun Belt conference 
play. South’s next game will be at home against 
the University of  Louisiana-Monroe War-
hawks. Tipoff  is set for 5:05 P.M. on Thursday, 
February 26.

USAjAGUArS

Marquita Daniels scored a game-high 33 
points in the Jaguars’ win at Georgia 
Southern Saturday.

The South Alabama baseball team 
started the week off  strong with a 

victory over Auburn on Tuesday, but lost 
its next three games in the South Alabama 
Invitational.

USA 7, Auburn 4
On Tuesday, the Jaguars scored six unan-

swered runs, including three in the sixth, to 
rally and beat Auburn 7-4 at Stanky Field. 

Austin Bembnowski (1-0) pitched eight 
scoreless innings in relief  to earn the win, 
retiring 13 of  the first 14 Tigers he faced.

"We were down early and we needed to 
get something going," Bembnowski said. 
"I was able to just come in and do my job. 
It was a little cold tonight. I really didn't 
have my off-speed stuff, so I stuck with my 
fastball most of  the time and I was able to 
pound it for strikes."

Bembnowski allowed just three hits and 
two walks, while striking out six.

The Jaguars fell behind early, surrender-
ing three runs in the top of  the first inning 
after a two-run double by Auburn’s Bo 
Decker, who then scored on Cody Nulph’s 
rBI single. 

South Alabama scored its first run of  the 
game in the bottom of  the first on an RBI 
sacrifice fly from freshman catcher Jared 

Barnes, but Auburn answered in the second, 
scoring on a wild pitch by Bembnowski.

Auburn held the Jags scoreless in the sec-
ond and third innings, but USA would score 
six runs in the next three: two runs in the 
fourth on Adam Ballew’s two-rBI single, 
one in the fifth on an RBI single by Barnes, 
and three in the sixth started by Bud col-
lura’s RBI single to center field. Garrett 
DeGallier added an RBI sac fly and Barnes 
drew a bases-loaded walk to finish off  the 
scoring.

Barnes finished the game 2-for-3 at the 
plate with one run and three rBI. Ballew 
was also 2-for-3 with two rBI and one run 
scored.

"It was tough falling behind early like 
that," USA head coach Mark Calvi said. 
"But our guys kept fighting and we put some 
good at-bats together. They kept playing 
hard and we got back into it. We had one 
strikeout tonight, which was outstanding. We 
made them (Auburn) work for everything, 
and made them field every ball.

Auburn starter keegan Thompson (1-1) 
was tagged with the loss after giving up six 
runs on eight hits in 5 1/3 innings.

no. 13 maryland 8, USA 0
The Jags lost their first game of  the sea-

son to the No. 13 Maryland Terrapins on 
Friday. Maryland right-hander Mike Sha-
waryn allowed only three hits and struck out 
six Jags during the 8-0 shutout.

"I thought Shawaryn was very good," 
said South Alabama head coach Mark Calvi. 
"He was as good as advertised. He locates 
his fastball at 90-92 with some late sink. 
There's a reason why he did as well as he 
did in the ACC. We knew he was going to be 
tough to deal with; he blanked South Caro-
lina in a regional last year. He has good stuff, 
and those are the kind of  kids you need to 
beat. He pitched really well, and on a cold 
night they pitched, hit and played better de-
fense than us tonight."

For the Jaguars, cole Billingsley had 2 
hits, while cole gleason and Ben gann both 
finished with a single hit apiece.

"It's good to play the best competition 
you can and see what your guys have," said 
calvi. "good competition shows you where 
you have strengths and weaknesses. I have 
learned a lot of  good things about this team 
the last couple of  games. There are a lot of  
things I like, and there are a few things I 
don't like but playing a tough schedule will 
do that. The tougher the schedule, the better 
for us.

"At the end of  the year if  we want to play 
for championships in the postseason, these 
are the types of  teams we'll face and the type 
of  teams we will have to beat to advance. 
Hopefully I will see a response tomorrow. 
We play as good a team, or better, in Arkan-
sas Saturday. The bottom line is we need a 
better start to the game."

no. 15 Arkansas 7, USA 0
The No. 15 Arkansas Razorbacks blanked 

South Alabama 7-0 at Stanky Field Saturday, 
allowing just five hits over nine innings.

The Razorbacks (4-1) used four pitchers 
in the shut out, with right-hander Jackson 
Lowery (1-0) getting the win after allowing 
only one hit over three innings of  relief. 

Ryne Long (0-1) took the loss for the Jag-
uars after giving up eight hits and three runs 
over 4 2/3 innings pitched. 

"We got five hits tonight and hit another 
seven on the nose," South Alabama head 
coach Mark Calvi said. "We walked nine 
times, and we had our leadoff  man on six 
or seven times out of  nine. We had our op-
portunities. Our guys were swinging the bats. 
Our pitchers have done a nice job as far as 
not issuing walks. We gave up a few too many 
hits, but we just need to play cleanly. [I] told 
our guys that we need to keep playing hard. 
If  they continue to work and learn from 
some failures, it will pay dividends later.”

Third baseman Ben gann was the only 
South Alabama player to record multiple 
hits, going 2-for-2. 

Arkansas broke the game open in the 
fourth inning, with Rick Nomura ripping an 
RBI double into right field. Brett McAfee 

Baseball topples Tigers, falls to three top-25 teams
By DREW SCELSI
Sports Editor
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Men’s hoops drops two on Georgia road trip
By AARON POIROUX
Sports Reporter

The South Alabama men’s basketball 
team dropped both of  its games this 

week, losing to Georgia State on Thursday and 
georgia Southern Saturday.

On Thursday, the georgia State Panthers 
took down the Jaguars 79-51. South Alabama 
shot 29.3% and gave the ball away 17 times 
during the loss.

"In the first half  I thought we defended re-
ally well," said South Alabama head coach 
Matthew graves. "We held them to under 40 
percent shooting, and as you look through the 
stats, we got to the free-throw line six more 
times in the first half. The biggest difference 
was our execution; we turned the ball over way 
too much. In the first half, they took 10 more 
field goals than we did, and 18 more for the 
game. When you give a team as skilled as theirs 
that many more opportunities, it's a recipe for 
disaster and that's what it ended up being to-
night."

South shot only 20% in the second half, 
during which the Panthers outscored the Jags 
43-23. 

"Unfortunately it got worse and it was frus-
trating because it was hard to get any flow to 
the game; it seemed like there was a whistle on 
both sides every minute, and it turned into an 
execution game and unfortunately we got out-
executed," said graves.

Taishaun Johnson, the only Jaguar to score 
in double digits during the match, scored 19 
points. Johnson also grabbed 6 rebounds and 
dished out 3 assists. ken Williams scored 
9 points and pulled down 3 rebounds, and 
georgi Boyanov recorded 7 points and a pair 
of  rebounds. Dionte Ferguson finished with 6 
points and 3 rebounds, and Abdul Lewis had 5 
points and 10 rebounds.

"It was a lack of  execution," said Graves. 
"We had too many guys standing around and 
not enough guys cutting through and doing 
what we needed. That's what was really frus-
trating; we spent several days preparing and we 
failed to execute."

On Saturday, Abdul Lewis’s double-double 
wasn’t enough for the Jags to beat georgia 
Southern, as the Eagles rallied for a 10-0 run 
toward the end of  the second half  to put the 
win out of  reach for the South, despite five 
Jaguars scoring in double digits.

"They made about four or five really tough 
plays down the stretch that really decided the 
game," said South Alabama head coach Mat-
thew graves. "We played well for 35-plus min-
utes. They had a free-throw offensive rebound 
that really hurt us, we turned it over and they 
hit a 3 in transition that made a big difference, 
and we forced up a couple of  shots that we re-
ally didn't need to take at that time. Ultimately, 
when you're playing a championship-level 
team—they're top three in our league—you 
can't afford to make those mental mistakes 

down the stretch and expect to win on the 
road."

Lewis scored 17 points and grabbed 13 re-
bounds. 

"I was really proud of  Abdul," graves said. 
"He played a tremendous game. He got off  to 
a little bit of  a slow start, but after he picked 
up that second foul, he was much more asser-
tive finishing at the rim. He just has to under-
stand, when his motor runs like that, he can 
really produce. I was really happy with how he 
played; he had been struggling, so I'm really 
proud that he kept grinding, so hopefully that's 
momentum heading into next week."

ken Williams led the Jaguars in scoring 

with 18 points. Williams also pulled down 
6 rebounds. Taishaun Johnson recorded 14 
points and 3 rebounds. Dionte Ferguson had 
10 points and 5 rebounds, and John Brown fin-
ished with 10 points and 4 rebounds. 

georgia Southern shot 60.9% from the 
field and 50% from three in the second half, 
compared to South’s 44% field goal shooting 
and 37.5% from deep. Overall, the Jaguars shot 
43.1% from the field and 33.3% from three 
point territory.

The Jags, now 9-19 overall and 7-10 in con-
ference play, will take the court again on Thurs-
day, Feb. 26 at home against the Louisiana-
Monroe Warhawks. Tipoff  is set for 6:30 P.M.

USAjAGUArS

Ken Williams scored nine points in 
the Jags’ loss to Georgia St. Thursday.

added to the Razorbacks’ lead with an 
RBI groundout. Arkansas added its third 
run of  the inning on an rBI single by Bobby 
Wernes.

Five different Razorbacks recorded RBIs, 
and Tyler Spoon went 3-for-5 with two dou-
bles, an rBI and a run scored.

no. 22 UCF 7, USA 5
The Jags dropped their third straight 

game to a ranked opponent Sunday, losing 
to Central Florida 7-5 at Stanky Field.

USA (4-3) battled back from a 7-2 deficit 
in the ninth inning, but weren’t able to tie 
the game.

Robby Howell (2-0) recorded the win for 
the knights (7-0), scattering seven hits over 
6 1/3 innings and allowing just two runs. 
Trent Thompson earned the save after retir-
ing the final two Jaguar batters.

Zach McMullen (0-1) gave up seven hits 
and two runs over five innings with five 
strikeouts for the loss.

kyle Marsh got the knights’ offense go-
ing in the fourth inning, knocking a two-
out RBI to center field to score JoMarcos 
Woods, but the Jaguars answered right back 
in the bottom of  the frame on an rBI single 
by cole Billingsley that sent Drew LaBounty 
home.

USA would then take a brief  lead in the 

bottom of  the fourth inning on an rBI 
single by ryan raspino, but the knights an-
swered with two runs of  their own in the 
fifth. Logan Heiser homered off  of  McMul-
len to tie the game, then Woods scored again 
on another rBI single by Marsh.

Erik Barber homered in the eighth for 
UcF to stretch the lead to 4-2, and the 
knights scored three in the ninth to bring 
their total to seven.

In the Jaguars’ last frame, cole Billingsley 
drew a bases-loaded walk to score Daniel 
Martinez and cole gleason hit an rBI single 
to cut the deficit to 7-4. Jared Barnes hit a 
sac fly to center field to bring the Jags within 
two runs, but that would be as close as they 
would get.

Gleason finished the game 2-for-5 with a 
double and an rBI. Drew LaBounty was 
2-for-3 with a walk and two runs scored for 
the Jaguars.

 kyle Marsh was 2-for-4 for the knights 
with three rBI. Woods was 2-for-3 with a 
double, an rBI and three runs scored.

South Alabama travels to take on Ala-
bama State Tuesday in Montgomery, Ala-
bama at 6 p.m.

Baseball falls to 4-3
continued from Page 8
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The South Alabama women’s basketball 
team split its games last week, falling to 

Georgia State on Thursday, but battling back 
to take down Georgia Southern on Saturday.

The Jaguars lost their sixth straight game to 
georgia State 69-54 on Thursday. The Jags had 
cut the lead to just six points with three min-
utes remaining, before a 9-0 run by the Eagles 
sealed the game.

"We just didn't take advantage of  our op-
portunities tonight," said South Alabama head 
coach Terry Fowler.  "I thought early in the 
game that we were getting good looks.  They 
just weren't falling for us.  We finally got some 
to start falling in the second half  and had 
a breakaway layup to cut it to four, but we 
weren't able to convert that opportunity."

Breanna Hall led all scorers with 26 points 
on 9-of-13 shooting. chyna Ellis scored 15 
points and pulled down 8 rebounds. Marquita 
Daniels scored 4 points and grabbed 3 re-
bounds, while Taylor Jenkins finished with 2 
points and 5 rebounds.

"We've failed all year long to get that third 
scorer and we really needed that tonight," 
Fowler said.  "georgia State made a conscious 
effort to not let Marquita Daniels have anoth-
er good night after she scored 37 in the first 

meeting at our place."
On Saturday, the Jaguars defeated the 

georgia Southern Eagles 80-63. Marquita 
Daniels recorded 33 points, leading all scorers.

Daniels, in addition to her 33 points, 
snagged 4 rebounds and dished out 4 assists. 
She shot 68.4% from the field and 50% from 
three point territory.  In the second half, Dan-
iels shot a remarkable 73.1%.

“Marquita just put us on her back,” said 
South Alabama head coach Terry Fowler. She 
made some big plays with her and-one and 
then her three-point shooting.  She was just 
amazing tonight.  It was a great team effort 
tonight as well, especially at the defensive end 
of  the floor.  We really sank down and guard-
ed well and for the most part controlled the 
boards until late in the game, but by then, we 
had the game pretty much in hand.  

"Marquita was able to get us some easy 
transition baskets in the second half  and 
[Georgia Southern] had a tough time handling 
the pick-and-roll with both Marquita and Bre-
anna Hall.  Colby Davis also had a game for us 
tonight like we know she's capable of  having.  
It was really good to see us play the way we did 
tonight, especially in the second half."

Breanna Hall scored 20 points, grabbed 4 
rebounds and handed out a pair of  assists.  
Chyna Ellis recorded her fifth double-double 
of  the season, with 10 points and 12 rebounds. 
Colby Davis finished with 9 points, 3 rebounds 

and 4 assists.
"Tonight was the first time that we're really 

put it all together out on the court," Fowler 
said.  "We shot 80 percent from the foul line, 
played pretty good defense and didn't turn the 
basketball over."

Lady Jags fall to Georgia St., top Georgia Southern
By AARON POIROUX
Sports Reporter

After the win, the Jags’ record improved to 
5-21 overall and 2-15 in Sun Belt conference 
play. South’s next game will be at home against 
the University of  Louisiana-Monroe War-
hawks. Tipoff  is set for 5:05 P.M. on Thursday, 
February 26.

USAjAGUArS

Marquita Daniels scored a game-high 33 
points in the Jaguars’ win at Georgia 
Southern Saturday.

The South Alabama baseball team 
started the week off  strong with a 

victory over Auburn on Tuesday, but lost 
its next three games in the South Alabama 
Invitational.

USA 7, Auburn 4
On Tuesday, the Jaguars scored six unan-

swered runs, including three in the sixth, to 
rally and beat Auburn 7-4 at Stanky Field. 

Austin Bembnowski (1-0) pitched eight 
scoreless innings in relief  to earn the win, 
retiring 13 of  the first 14 Tigers he faced.

"We were down early and we needed to 
get something going," Bembnowski said. 
"I was able to just come in and do my job. 
It was a little cold tonight. I really didn't 
have my off-speed stuff, so I stuck with my 
fastball most of  the time and I was able to 
pound it for strikes."

Bembnowski allowed just three hits and 
two walks, while striking out six.

The Jaguars fell behind early, surrender-
ing three runs in the top of  the first inning 
after a two-run double by Auburn’s Bo 
Decker, who then scored on Cody Nulph’s 
rBI single. 

South Alabama scored its first run of  the 
game in the bottom of  the first on an RBI 
sacrifice fly from freshman catcher Jared 

Barnes, but Auburn answered in the second, 
scoring on a wild pitch by Bembnowski.

Auburn held the Jags scoreless in the sec-
ond and third innings, but USA would score 
six runs in the next three: two runs in the 
fourth on Adam Ballew’s two-rBI single, 
one in the fifth on an RBI single by Barnes, 
and three in the sixth started by Bud col-
lura’s RBI single to center field. Garrett 
DeGallier added an RBI sac fly and Barnes 
drew a bases-loaded walk to finish off  the 
scoring.

Barnes finished the game 2-for-3 at the 
plate with one run and three rBI. Ballew 
was also 2-for-3 with two rBI and one run 
scored.

"It was tough falling behind early like 
that," USA head coach Mark Calvi said. 
"But our guys kept fighting and we put some 
good at-bats together. They kept playing 
hard and we got back into it. We had one 
strikeout tonight, which was outstanding. We 
made them (Auburn) work for everything, 
and made them field every ball.

Auburn starter keegan Thompson (1-1) 
was tagged with the loss after giving up six 
runs on eight hits in 5 1/3 innings.

no. 13 maryland 8, USA 0
The Jags lost their first game of  the sea-

son to the No. 13 Maryland Terrapins on 
Friday. Maryland right-hander Mike Sha-
waryn allowed only three hits and struck out 
six Jags during the 8-0 shutout.

"I thought Shawaryn was very good," 
said South Alabama head coach Mark Calvi. 
"He was as good as advertised. He locates 
his fastball at 90-92 with some late sink. 
There's a reason why he did as well as he 
did in the ACC. We knew he was going to be 
tough to deal with; he blanked South Caro-
lina in a regional last year. He has good stuff, 
and those are the kind of  kids you need to 
beat. He pitched really well, and on a cold 
night they pitched, hit and played better de-
fense than us tonight."

For the Jaguars, cole Billingsley had 2 
hits, while cole gleason and Ben gann both 
finished with a single hit apiece.

"It's good to play the best competition 
you can and see what your guys have," said 
calvi. "good competition shows you where 
you have strengths and weaknesses. I have 
learned a lot of  good things about this team 
the last couple of  games. There are a lot of  
things I like, and there are a few things I 
don't like but playing a tough schedule will 
do that. The tougher the schedule, the better 
for us.

"At the end of  the year if  we want to play 
for championships in the postseason, these 
are the types of  teams we'll face and the type 
of  teams we will have to beat to advance. 
Hopefully I will see a response tomorrow. 
We play as good a team, or better, in Arkan-
sas Saturday. The bottom line is we need a 
better start to the game."

no. 15 Arkansas 7, USA 0
The No. 15 Arkansas Razorbacks blanked 

South Alabama 7-0 at Stanky Field Saturday, 
allowing just five hits over nine innings.

The Razorbacks (4-1) used four pitchers 
in the shut out, with right-hander Jackson 
Lowery (1-0) getting the win after allowing 
only one hit over three innings of  relief. 

Ryne Long (0-1) took the loss for the Jag-
uars after giving up eight hits and three runs 
over 4 2/3 innings pitched. 

"We got five hits tonight and hit another 
seven on the nose," South Alabama head 
coach Mark Calvi said. "We walked nine 
times, and we had our leadoff  man on six 
or seven times out of  nine. We had our op-
portunities. Our guys were swinging the bats. 
Our pitchers have done a nice job as far as 
not issuing walks. We gave up a few too many 
hits, but we just need to play cleanly. [I] told 
our guys that we need to keep playing hard. 
If  they continue to work and learn from 
some failures, it will pay dividends later.”

Third baseman Ben gann was the only 
South Alabama player to record multiple 
hits, going 2-for-2. 

Arkansas broke the game open in the 
fourth inning, with Rick Nomura ripping an 
RBI double into right field. Brett McAfee 

Baseball topples Tigers, falls to three top-25 teams
By DREW SCELSI
Sports Editor
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Men’s hoops drops two on Georgia road trip
By AARON POIROUX
Sports Reporter

The South Alabama men’s basketball 
team dropped both of  its games this 

week, losing to Georgia State on Thursday and 
georgia Southern Saturday.

On Thursday, the georgia State Panthers 
took down the Jaguars 79-51. South Alabama 
shot 29.3% and gave the ball away 17 times 
during the loss.

"In the first half  I thought we defended re-
ally well," said South Alabama head coach 
Matthew graves. "We held them to under 40 
percent shooting, and as you look through the 
stats, we got to the free-throw line six more 
times in the first half. The biggest difference 
was our execution; we turned the ball over way 
too much. In the first half, they took 10 more 
field goals than we did, and 18 more for the 
game. When you give a team as skilled as theirs 
that many more opportunities, it's a recipe for 
disaster and that's what it ended up being to-
night."

South shot only 20% in the second half, 
during which the Panthers outscored the Jags 
43-23. 

"Unfortunately it got worse and it was frus-
trating because it was hard to get any flow to 
the game; it seemed like there was a whistle on 
both sides every minute, and it turned into an 
execution game and unfortunately we got out-
executed," said graves.

Taishaun Johnson, the only Jaguar to score 
in double digits during the match, scored 19 
points. Johnson also grabbed 6 rebounds and 
dished out 3 assists. ken Williams scored 
9 points and pulled down 3 rebounds, and 
georgi Boyanov recorded 7 points and a pair 
of  rebounds. Dionte Ferguson finished with 6 
points and 3 rebounds, and Abdul Lewis had 5 
points and 10 rebounds.

"It was a lack of  execution," said Graves. 
"We had too many guys standing around and 
not enough guys cutting through and doing 
what we needed. That's what was really frus-
trating; we spent several days preparing and we 
failed to execute."

On Saturday, Abdul Lewis’s double-double 
wasn’t enough for the Jags to beat georgia 
Southern, as the Eagles rallied for a 10-0 run 
toward the end of  the second half  to put the 
win out of  reach for the South, despite five 
Jaguars scoring in double digits.

"They made about four or five really tough 
plays down the stretch that really decided the 
game," said South Alabama head coach Mat-
thew graves. "We played well for 35-plus min-
utes. They had a free-throw offensive rebound 
that really hurt us, we turned it over and they 
hit a 3 in transition that made a big difference, 
and we forced up a couple of  shots that we re-
ally didn't need to take at that time. Ultimately, 
when you're playing a championship-level 
team—they're top three in our league—you 
can't afford to make those mental mistakes 

down the stretch and expect to win on the 
road."

Lewis scored 17 points and grabbed 13 re-
bounds. 

"I was really proud of  Abdul," graves said. 
"He played a tremendous game. He got off  to 
a little bit of  a slow start, but after he picked 
up that second foul, he was much more asser-
tive finishing at the rim. He just has to under-
stand, when his motor runs like that, he can 
really produce. I was really happy with how he 
played; he had been struggling, so I'm really 
proud that he kept grinding, so hopefully that's 
momentum heading into next week."

ken Williams led the Jaguars in scoring 

with 18 points. Williams also pulled down 
6 rebounds. Taishaun Johnson recorded 14 
points and 3 rebounds. Dionte Ferguson had 
10 points and 5 rebounds, and John Brown fin-
ished with 10 points and 4 rebounds. 

georgia Southern shot 60.9% from the 
field and 50% from three in the second half, 
compared to South’s 44% field goal shooting 
and 37.5% from deep. Overall, the Jaguars shot 
43.1% from the field and 33.3% from three 
point territory.

The Jags, now 9-19 overall and 7-10 in con-
ference play, will take the court again on Thurs-
day, Feb. 26 at home against the Louisiana-
Monroe Warhawks. Tipoff  is set for 6:30 P.M.

USAjAGUArS

Ken Williams scored nine points in 
the Jags’ loss to Georgia St. Thursday.

added to the Razorbacks’ lead with an 
RBI groundout. Arkansas added its third 
run of  the inning on an rBI single by Bobby 
Wernes.

Five different Razorbacks recorded RBIs, 
and Tyler Spoon went 3-for-5 with two dou-
bles, an rBI and a run scored.

no. 22 UCF 7, USA 5
The Jags dropped their third straight 

game to a ranked opponent Sunday, losing 
to Central Florida 7-5 at Stanky Field.

USA (4-3) battled back from a 7-2 deficit 
in the ninth inning, but weren’t able to tie 
the game.

Robby Howell (2-0) recorded the win for 
the knights (7-0), scattering seven hits over 
6 1/3 innings and allowing just two runs. 
Trent Thompson earned the save after retir-
ing the final two Jaguar batters.

Zach McMullen (0-1) gave up seven hits 
and two runs over five innings with five 
strikeouts for the loss.

kyle Marsh got the knights’ offense go-
ing in the fourth inning, knocking a two-
out RBI to center field to score JoMarcos 
Woods, but the Jaguars answered right back 
in the bottom of  the frame on an rBI single 
by cole Billingsley that sent Drew LaBounty 
home.

USA would then take a brief  lead in the 

bottom of  the fourth inning on an rBI 
single by ryan raspino, but the knights an-
swered with two runs of  their own in the 
fifth. Logan Heiser homered off  of  McMul-
len to tie the game, then Woods scored again 
on another rBI single by Marsh.

Erik Barber homered in the eighth for 
UcF to stretch the lead to 4-2, and the 
knights scored three in the ninth to bring 
their total to seven.

In the Jaguars’ last frame, cole Billingsley 
drew a bases-loaded walk to score Daniel 
Martinez and cole gleason hit an rBI single 
to cut the deficit to 7-4. Jared Barnes hit a 
sac fly to center field to bring the Jags within 
two runs, but that would be as close as they 
would get.

Gleason finished the game 2-for-5 with a 
double and an rBI. Drew LaBounty was 
2-for-3 with a walk and two runs scored for 
the Jaguars.

 kyle Marsh was 2-for-4 for the knights 
with three rBI. Woods was 2-for-3 with a 
double, an rBI and three runs scored.

South Alabama travels to take on Ala-
bama State Tuesday in Montgomery, Ala-
bama at 6 p.m.
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There is much debate pertaining to 
the free speech zone on campus, 

and personally, I am an advocate for it. 
The free speech zone, which is the 

area right outside the student center, is 
a necessary restriction for our campus. 
If  students were allowed to say whatever 
that wanted, wherever they wanted, there 
could be pure chaos on campus. 

South has such a diverse student 
body, which is a great thing! However, 
not everyone shares the same opinions. 
While freedom of  speech is a basic 
human right, I don’t think that it should 
be a necessity on a college campus. 

That’s not to say that you can’t have a 
voice at all on campus! You could take to 
social media to express your opinion. I 

By NATALIE FRANKLIN
Contributing Writer

think the mobile app, Yik Yak, does a great 
job of  voicing the opinions of  students 
around campus. 

Yik Yak, which allows anonymous 
posting, is a safe way for anyone to utilize 
their freedom of  speech. Also, because 
the app is anonymous, you can voice your 
opinions without the fear of  direct backlash 
from your If  you want to voice your opinions 
in a more professional manner, you could 
always create your own organization. 

This would allow you to meet with like-
minded individuals and discuss the topic 
that you’re passionate about. For example, 
a group of  students recently got together 
to bring an official chapter of  Students for 
concealed carry to the University of  South 
Alabama. 

These students were featured in an issue 
of  The Vanguard, so it’s safe to say that 
they were able to successfully voice their 
opinions without breaking the free speech 
zone rule on campus.

The free speech zone was created by the 
university, not to limit our human rights, but 
to protect us and provide students with a 
safe and friendly learning environment. 

Emotions tend to run high amongst 
teens and young adults. The possibility of  
anyone being able to display their views 
anywhere on campus might create potential 
danger for the students. 

I think that the allotted space that we 
are given for freedom of  speech is just 
enough to successfully convey our personal 
opinions.

Why is Malcolm X left out of Black History Month?

This year, Malcolm X 
would have turned 90. 

Feb. 21 marked 50 years since his 
assassination yet, there is no holiday. 

The Memphis civil rights 
Museum includes just one photo of  
Malcolm X and his contribution to 
the civil rights movement. Outside 
of  a Denzel Washington movie that 
focused more on the conspiracy 
of  his death than his actual ideals, 
Malcolm X is largely forgotten. 

Why? The answer isn’t hard. It’s 
racism, and not the doctrine of  black 
supremacy that is often attached to 
his name. 

Martin Luther king was 

By NOAH LOGAN
Contributing Writer

undeniably a man of  great integrity 
and respect, but at what point is it 
okay to make it out as if  he fought 
the civil rights battle all by himself? 

Malcolm X is unfairly judged 
from his time in the Nation of  Islam 
(NOI) as a racist against whites and 
a radical who preached violence as a 
solution. 

It’s fashionable to pull some of  his 
quotes concerning the, “white, devil 
race” out of  context and dismiss 
his ideology. It’s not fashionable to 
remember the fact that he denounced 
the NOI and white racism after his 
pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia 
and found Muslims of  all races in a 
brotherhood. People still hate him 
today for the same reason the British 
hated george Washington. 

Malcolm X did not feel the need 
to apologize or to beg for acceptance. 

He criticized other civil rights leaders 
at the time for begging for acceptance 
from the white man because that is 
all the African-American community 
was allowed to do even at the peak 
of  civil rights activism. A society 
controlled by white racists showed 
that African-Americans would be 
given more rights over time, but only 
at a pace that didn’t make any white 
people uncomfortable and only if  
the African-American community 
begged for acceptance.

 Malcolm X carried a message 
that African-Americans didn’t have 
to beg for scraps at the table but 
instead had to accept themselves 
first and embrace their culture as 
Africans first. His ability to convey 
unpopular truths with lasting 
messages predated the #HandsUp 
and #BlackLivesMatter era of  today.

 His words convey a more 
effective message than my own.

“If  these so called negro-
leaders are such geniuses that they 
can integrate white schools, white 
restaurants and white factories and 
they can force themselves into what 
the white man has set up, they should 
use that same ingenuity to show the 
black people how to pool our wealth 
and set up something of  our own. 
And then, we will not have to force 
ourselves into his anymore.”

This ideology makes white people 
uncomfortable because it calls for 
African-Americans to embrace their 
African heritage instead of  their 
identity as African-Americans. 

This means that we can’t act like 
slavery never happened. As Malcolm 
X said, “We have to remember 
that we didn’t land on Plymouth 

Rock. Plymouth Rock landed on 
us.” Whether white people like it or 
not, black Americans are allowed to 
remember these facts. 

Malcolm X gave black people 
pride and courage, which are just as 
valuable as drinking from the same 
water fountains as white people. He 
called for an honest recollection on 
their experience as slaves. 

He helped all of  us understand that 
black history is a living phenomenon. 
In many ways, Malcolm gave way to a 
new, black American resurgence.

And when voting rights finally did 
change, it was due to the fear of  how 
the black community would respond 
otherwise. Malcolm would be the 
first to give credit to the thousands 
of  others who helped fight the civil 
rights battle. For his sake and others, 
it’s time to remember history fully.

Point:Counterpoint
Free Speech Zone: Necessary boundary or violation of our freedom?

As a public liberal arts school, 
you would think the University 

of  South Alabama would allow students 
to speak openly about issues they feel 
passionately about. In a sense they do, 
but only in one small area of  campus.

The space right outside the Student 
center is the designated “free speech 
zone,” which in and of  itself  sounds 
ridiculous right? “You can exercise free 
speech, but only in this small somewhat 
hidden area.”

This is a delicate subject, I know, but 
it is one that needs to be addressed. I’m 
not typically an outspoken person but 
I do strongly believe that those who 
are should be allowed the freedom to 
express themselves in anyway they wish.

By JORDAN KNOX
Opinion Editor

If  a student or student organization 
wants to protest an issue in a more 
populated area of  campus, they should be 
allowed to do so. As long as they aren’t 
hurting themselves or anyone else, I don’t 
see the problem.

I feel that the free speech zone is an 
issue of  our University not trusting us. 
As college students, I feel that we can 
demonstrate our feelings and voice our 
opinions in a peaceful and organized 
manner.

rather than having to get permission to 
even use the free speech zone and then be 
confined to that one area, maybe students 
could instead simply give our University 
leaders notice ahead of  time about when, 
where and what we will be doing.

After that, if  the University has a 
problem with what the students are seeking 
to do, a discussion could be opened about 
possible changes to the students plan.

Doing things this way would not only 
allow more freedom to publicly express 
our opinions but it would also create 
a more trusting and open relationship 
between students and University leaders 
and officials.

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not saying 
we should completely do away with any 
kind of  regulation concerning freedom of  
speech. I just think that the rules are a little 
too strict and some kind of  conversation 
needs to be started in order to allow our 
students a little more freedom when it 
comes to their free speech.
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anywhere on campus might create potential 
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are given for freedom of  speech is just 
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and respect, but at what point is it 
okay to make it out as if  he fought 
the civil rights battle all by himself? 

Malcolm X is unfairly judged 
from his time in the Nation of  Islam 
(NOI) as a racist against whites and 
a radical who preached violence as a 
solution. 

It’s fashionable to pull some of  his 
quotes concerning the, “white, devil 
race” out of  context and dismiss 
his ideology. It’s not fashionable to 
remember the fact that he denounced 
the NOI and white racism after his 
pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia 
and found Muslims of  all races in a 
brotherhood. People still hate him 
today for the same reason the British 
hated george Washington. 

Malcolm X did not feel the need 
to apologize or to beg for acceptance. 

He criticized other civil rights leaders 
at the time for begging for acceptance 
from the white man because that is 
all the African-American community 
was allowed to do even at the peak 
of  civil rights activism. A society 
controlled by white racists showed 
that African-Americans would be 
given more rights over time, but only 
at a pace that didn’t make any white 
people uncomfortable and only if  
the African-American community 
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 Malcolm X carried a message 
that African-Americans didn’t have 
to beg for scraps at the table but 
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first and embrace their culture as 
Africans first. His ability to convey 
unpopular truths with lasting 
messages predated the #HandsUp 
and #BlackLivesMatter era of  today.

 His words convey a more 
effective message than my own.

“If  these so called negro-
leaders are such geniuses that they 
can integrate white schools, white 
restaurants and white factories and 
they can force themselves into what 
the white man has set up, they should 
use that same ingenuity to show the 
black people how to pool our wealth 
and set up something of  our own. 
And then, we will not have to force 
ourselves into his anymore.”

This ideology makes white people 
uncomfortable because it calls for 
African-Americans to embrace their 
African heritage instead of  their 
identity as African-Americans. 

This means that we can’t act like 
slavery never happened. As Malcolm 
X said, “We have to remember 
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us.” Whether white people like it or 
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pride and courage, which are just as 
valuable as drinking from the same 
water fountains as white people. He 
called for an honest recollection on 
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He helped all of  us understand that 
black history is a living phenomenon. 
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And when voting rights finally did 
change, it was due to the fear of  how 
the black community would respond 
otherwise. Malcolm would be the 
first to give credit to the thousands 
of  others who helped fight the civil 
rights battle. For his sake and others, 
it’s time to remember history fully.

Point:Counterpoint
Free Speech Zone: Necessary boundary or violation of our freedom?

As a public liberal arts school, 
you would think the University 

of  South Alabama would allow students 
to speak openly about issues they feel 
passionately about. In a sense they do, 
but only in one small area of  campus.

The space right outside the Student 
center is the designated “free speech 
zone,” which in and of  itself  sounds 
ridiculous right? “You can exercise free 
speech, but only in this small somewhat 
hidden area.”

This is a delicate subject, I know, but 
it is one that needs to be addressed. I’m 
not typically an outspoken person but 
I do strongly believe that those who 
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