
Tuscaloosa Academy AP Language & Composition (Grade 11) 
Summer Reading 2019

**All summer reading books MUST be purchased because you will need them in class and you 

should annotate in them. Your summer reading, which serves as 20% of your first quarter 

grade, will be comprised of AR tests (3), notes on the nonfiction books, the chart on The Things 

They Carried, and the annotations of the books (extra credit). 

4 SUMMER READING BOOKS 

1. Choose TWO: You must read TWO works of non-fiction from this Good Reads list
( http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/25962.AP_Non_Fiction)
2. The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
3. How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas Foster (No AR test—we will use
this text as a reference book throughout the year!)

AR Tests: Before school starts, you will need to take an AR test on each of your three books. If 
there is no AR test for a book, you will have to write a 250-word review of the book in place of 
the AR test, outlining (1) why you chose the book, (2) whether you liked it or not, and (3) to 
whom you would recommend the book. 

Annotation Extra Credit: Up to 3 points extra credit will be given for each of your well-
annotated books. 

Nonfiction Writing Assignment: You must do the following for each of your nonfiction books. 
On a Google or Word document: 

1. Write out 5 passages from each book and write out a discussion question for each
passage to be used in class discussion
2. Create a list of at least three arguments/claims each book is making about the topic or
about life in general
3. Using clear argumentation language, write a paragraph explaining each of the above
arguments.

Ex) Argument 1: In Cheap: The High Cost of Discount Culture, Ellen Ruppel Shell argues that 
the demand for cheap goods is destroying our environment. She makes this argument through 
explaining _______ example where we see that __________ occurs on a regular basis. She 
goes on to say that ______ is also true. If we don’t change _____, _____ is likely to happen. Et 
cetera… 

Fiction Writing Assignment: On a separate Google or Word Doc, create a chart where you 
identify at least 7-10 principles from Foster’s H ow to Read Literature and then identify a very 
specific example of this principle in Tim O’Brien’s book. Do a thorough job with this assignment, 
as you will be writing as essay on this book once school starts. Do not start the essay before 
school, as I will be guiding you through this process. 

Ex) Literary Trope / concept How O’Brien employs this trope Page #s 
evidence 

A quester must: 
1. A quester

O’Brien is our quester and he fits this trope 
because: 



2. A place to go
3. Challenges and trials
enroute
4. ….

1. …
2. ….
3. ….
4. ...

During the School Year: 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen ISBN-10: 0486284735 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald ISBN-10: 0743273567 

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston ISBN-10: 0061120065 
Chronicle of a Death Foretold by Garbiel Garcia Marquez ISBN-10: 140003471X 

Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut ISBN-10: 0440180295 
The Stranger by Albert Camus 

Hamlet by Shakespeare ISBN-10: 0821916335 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead by Tom Stoppard ISBN-10: 0802132758 

Reference : 
“They Say, I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing / Ed. 3 
ISBN-10: 0393935841 

How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas Foster 
ISBN-10: 0062301675 

A Pocket Style Manual by Diana Hacker 
SBN-10: 0312542542 


