
 

Tuscaloosa Academy: 5th Grade Summer Reading List 2020-2021  
 

Requirements: During the summer, students must read THREE books not previously read. TWO of 
the three must come from the following list. ONE book is a required read: Wonder by RJ Palacio. 
Any student may read more than the required amount.  

Extended Reading Opportunities: Double the required amount of books: read SIX off this list, and 
follow the procedure for testing as usual. If you are more ambitious, triple the required amount and 
read NINE books from the list, following the regular testing procedure. Your teacher will assign bonus 
points to your first quarter grade based upon your test scores/and or discussion with your teacher of 
the books read.  

Please do NOT read any of the books that we will do as a class during the coming school year. 
Here is what NOT to read: 5th Grade: Out of the Dust; The Wishtree; Inside Out & Back Again; 
Chasing Vermeer and 6th Grade: Al Capone Does My Shirts; Island of the Blue Dolphins; The Egypt 
Game; The London Eye Mystery  
 
What to Do When You Finish a Book: Due to COVID19, the library will not be open for AR tests 
(Accelerated Reader). When you are finished reading a book, you may log in to your AR account and 
take the test from this link at home: https://global-zone51.renaissance-go.com/welcomeportal/75307 
 
If there is not an AR test available: You will need to fill out a reading form about the book. Forms are 
posted on the TA website.  
Note: You will be asked to create a project during the first few days of class about your summer 
reading. The work will be done entirely in class, so you do not need to start a project at home.  

Fantasy 

• Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis  

• Odd and the Frost Giants by Neil Gaiman  

• Starcatchers by Dave Berry and Ridley Pearson  

• Five Kingdoms by Brandon Mull  

• In a Glass Grimmly by Adam Gidwitz  

• Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer  

 



 

• The Secret Zoo by Bryan Chick  

• A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L'Engle  

• Legacy of the Claw (Animas #1) by C.R. Grey  

• Keeper of the Lost Cities by Shannon Messenger  

• The Evil Wizard Smallbone by Deliz Sherman  
 
Adventure  

• The Last Dogs by Christopher Holt  

• Warriors by Erin Hunter  

• Mouseheart by Lisa Fielder  

• The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate  

• Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C. O'Brien  

• Lost in the Pacific, 1942: Not a Drop to Drink by Tod Olson  

• Loot by Jude Watson  

• The Outcasts: Brotherband Chronicles by John Flanagan  

• Stranded by Jeff Probst and Chris Tebbetts  

• Spy School by Stuart Gibbs  

• Alex Rider by Anthony Horowitz  

• The Cloak Society by Jeramey Kraatz  

• Escape from Mr. Lemoncello's Library by Chris Grabenstein  

• Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix 



 

Mystery  

• The Midnight Mercenary by Cerberus Jones  

• Absolutely Truly Pumpkin Falls Mystery by Heather Vogel Frederick  

• Isabel Feeney, Star Reporter by Beth Fantaskey  

• Belly Up by Stuart Gibbs  

• Nooks and Crannies by Jessica Lawson  

 

Historical Fiction  

• The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley  

• Heart of a Samurai by Margi Preus • The Lost Kingdom by Matthew J. Kirby  

• Paper Wishes by Lois Sepahban  

• Stella by Starlight by Sharon M. Draper  

• A Night Divided by Jennifer A. Nielsen  

 

Realistic Fiction  
• All Four Stars by Tara Dairman  

• The Penderwicks by Jeanne Birdsall  

• Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick  

• Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper  

• Kristy's Great Idea Babysitter's Club by Ann M. Martin, illustrated by Raina Telgemeier (graphic novel)  

• Tangerine by Edward Bloor  



 

• Because of Mr. Terupt (series) by Rob Buyea  

• Smile, Drama, & Sisters by Raina Telgemeier (graphic novels)  

• Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional Poultry Farmer by Kelly Jones  

• Jacky Ha-Ha by James Patterson and Chris Grabenstein  

• Origami Yoda (series) by Tom Angleberger  

• Unicorn on a Roll by Dana Simpson (graphic novel)  

• The Lightening Queen by Laura Resau  

Newly published books-these books are newly published, so an AR test may or may not be 
available yet for them.  

• The Last by Katherine Applegate- Byx, the last of the dairnes, sets out to find others oh her kind and 
alone the way meets new allies. The group soon uncovers a secret that threatens the lives of every 
creature in their world. Series Starter!  

• Out of Left Field by Ellen Klages- In 1957, inspired by what she is learning about civil rights and 
armed with knowledge of female ball players, Katy Gordon fights to be allowed to play Little League 
baseball.  

• Whatshisface by Gordon Korman- Cooper Vega and his military family has moved so often that he is 
used to new schoolmates not knowing his name, but at the moment he has bigger problems--his new 
phone is haunted by the ghost of Roderick Northrop, a boy from the sixteenth-century.  

• Ogre Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine-A clever heroine who is determined to defy expectations-- 
and outwit a fairy’s curse. Set in the world of Ella Enchanted.  

• The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl by Stacy McAnulty-A lightning strike made Lucy a math 
genius, but after years of homeschooling, her grandmother enrolls her in middle school and she learns 
that lie is more than numbers.  

• Lu by Jason Reynolds-Lu must learn to leave his ego on the sidelines if he wants to finally connect 
with others on the track team. *Great for reluctant readers!  

• Sunny by Jason Reynolds- Sunny, the Defender’s best runner only runs for his father, who blames                 
Sunny for his mother’s death; but with his coach’s help, Sunny finds a way to combine track and field                   
with his true passion, dancing. *Great for reluctant readers!  



 

• The Cardboard Kingdom by Chad Sell-Follows a neighborhood of kids who transform ordinary 
cardboard into fantastical homemade costumes as they explore conflicts with friends, family, and their 
own identity.  

• Property of the Rebel Librarian by Allison Varnes-June Harper, shocked when her parents go on a                 
campaign to clear the Dogwood Library of objectionable books, starts a secret banned books library in the                 
empty locker next to hers. **A Mrs. Brown favorite!  


